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STATEMYT, IN SUBSTANCE, BY SEROEANT ROHERT V, VAUGHN, 10582211, REGARDING
AIRPLINE ACCIDENT ON 16 DECHMFER 1942. _

We started out on & search mission, and wers out”ponsibly two houra,
I wus soated in the back with Sgt. Dilloa, Assistent ingineer, who wus on
" the flight deck watoliing instruments, snd I had my head ‘phones on when I
_ ~haard the ¢co=pilot tell the navigator that we were ifurning around due to
Ko. 2 engine acting up and at that time I celled Lt. koClendon, the Pilot,
on the interphone ssking what the trouble wes, He said No, 2 engine was
cutting out, that we were turning arourd, From that time on I atarted
watching the No, 2 engine fyrom the left, I wes watching for further indisa-
___.._-_um.:i_‘ tting out_and Sgt. Plllon wes on the flight deck..  About 15-mipe .- -
. utes from then Lt. MoClendon told'dgt. Dillon to transfer fuel. A few min-
utes after that dgt. Dillon came on back znd was holding his arm over his
eyes. .Gos was all over his body, end he apparently hed gas in his eyes. I

o " ""locked down in the Tomb bay and saw that the bomb bay tank wus flowing over
in the bomb bay. iiy {det was that Sgt. Dillon was not familiar with the
“syatsm or the copilot might have hed the Yooster pump on, However, 3gt.
" Dillon had handled ay job while I waa on. furlough., I had showed him the fuel
syatems, both the old and new. - o

There was a nen stending close to the bomb bay doors and I issued orders
to crack thex just a little in order to let-fumss out in the open, Juyst s
_ ‘fow seconds after I iasued that order the explosion ceme, cnd the bomb bay
— e - —-——started -burning. - Then -at-that-time—Il-started for the-exit— I had beemfor-——
... ward. about half an hour offshore coming in. ' While I was up there nothing -

-was sald about tronsferring fuel. Lt. MoClendon hsd & babit, iT I wamnt't

around, of not telling all his plans. If I wud around he would iell me.

This tims he didn't -tell me what he was going to do., There was nc necessity .
————of trensforring fuel csfar ra L -could ses. —Theres wea plenty Of gEsbIIHs 16—
e ——the wing. I actuslly heard Lt. MeClendon tell the crew chief to transfer -

' fuel, end the assiastant engineer said that Lt. MoClendon had ordered the ..
ot - pranafery- - Towas-at—the ‘sirplane the night LECors Whah gasdline wad tat 18 " |

: and checked it then, Sgt. Dillon didn't tell me he was trunaferring gasoline B

- ——— —WAbil -he-had-sterted;—then ¢eme -back and told me.. Hs went [orwiid then came -
. - . back, which took from 15 seconds to e minute, though not longer thanm two min-
. utes.. . . .- R - R

+ 1.41dn"t actually see gasoline caming out of the plane, though it -sesa- -
ed 83 if it wss running along- the bottom. However, I 4i4 ses gusoline com-
—Tot 0 ing out”of the right bomb bay temk and dripping on the floor. I had an idea
* that the bomb bay tank was filling up and flowing out over the top. The ecap
was ‘off at the time. The reason for that is that we cen ¢ee it going down,
‘und’ sudtion 1s also prevented. 1 have never trunsferred gas from the bombd
. bay tank without removing the cap. I1f the airplane had had ths old Tueling
_Byatem Sgt. D111on"would have bad to came back whers I could see him,. - Some - . .-
airplcnes carry the hoses sttached ell the time, Lut coumobly for ssch seps .. oo
LT Tarete Wing taok gesoline 13 trinaferred to the hose has to be transferred too.

~ -Vaen I noticed the trouble I celled Lt. “sClendon ower the interphons and
he told Sgt. Hatton to open the bomb bay door as he was nearest at the time. -
I 8sw-him-reach for-the handle and just about that time the explosion came.
y 1 don't ‘think he -touched the handle.  The next thing 1 remember was heading )
: for the reer hatch door to got out. T donltt recall -the—axplosionkmocking me " -
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domn, I saw a smell: Ahest of flame b..\rnms on the resr hatch door. und a
small pateh .around the hatoh, ‘ .

I wza the first to jump., 4 was told 1 wes kicked loose of the airplane,
though I dea't remembe)r hanging on. iy Ychute opened all right. I might
bave been scared, but it didn't seem thut I floated more than 20 feet., The
only fajury-I received was on ®my littls finger which they said was from Lt,
Steele kidking me while 1 was holding on, snd & @mall little patoh on my -

face, but. no gericus hurns, ‘ _

I saw the airplans after I jumpod, and the whole tail assembly was a
. .- mags of flames. I couldn't see mny other part, es I was in ba¢k and going :
avay from it. I was on thé ground before it treshed: ~J-landed-1n w-sugar-
- cane field. The stalks didn't stick into me at all, just settldin them,
T 'This- alrplano wuantt the rogularly aasigned ons I had .been flying fn.
I have been tralnod on a B-zm airplans.

I en positivo tho airplnno was on a rod diagonnl, ut don't know the
resson. _
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A  DEBCEIPIION OF ACCIDENT C
MMuHMt lMMdMMMIﬂ*hMM

This sirplene was on ordered youtine sea search mission, puoud by Lt.
MoCLENDON, The airplens was epproximately two. hours out oo searsh vhen tyouble
with #2 ‘eugine caused .the pilot .to.decids to return o Oahu, Upcs return and.whean
almost at the home u-ampuct mmme«mrmmmmm
.to the wing tasks. The reason for this decision is obseure inasavioh ay- Shers should
have besa more_than ample fuel in the wing tanks for all enginés.. n-mmhq
of this gascline, either dus to s malfunotioning of ‘the system or slu”tg
on the. pm or t.hn n.uur oy oo-mot, oaused. the gasoline to bhaok: \mnﬂ- the.

. ) n wmnorgmlm in the- hﬂ
Whothet ywims the oxplosion
niou, is indeterminable. (me: o:- tho Qunr. Cr
. or muiur hoth oconrrod remuu in the subsequant ernh. —

Lt_.__.'mm G. MAIN 'lho m -oung & ltudons oo-puot. -bou'd this nﬂhﬂn._,._
is now on the mnnhnd 60 siok léave, #r having Buffered broken ribs ;

. a8 e result of this acoident, t.horn!bro i ummuo for quuumu -at this ‘time, -
' Hawever, his sscount of the accideas L-qunto],y thqmrtcr would be -uhnqtuny o
as ast fo;'th here, and 1is of iatereat, He was riding on the flight deok at the - T
time of the. axplosion.  He was uot wearing & parachute at the time. The aplosion -
apparently blew out part of thé port or lsft side of the airplans. Lt. YAIN relet-
‘od that he seized a aphute in his arms and dove out ‘directly tlu'ouzh the side of

~ ,m,mo, pum;; -rip-cord on hil r-mhut.o while s$ill al.utnhx.n. 4% to

. bis Shekt, He wes not in any way in the barness. The opeiing of ftha pardohute sbd——

- resultant tug on the harness broké his ribs. -He landed safely otherwiss. TFrom .
this 1n1‘omtion u u 1o¢1cn to nuuq- thnt ‘there - B ltruoturu ruJ.uro. =

T mu}nty ror thu noldm 1- bo].i.ond t«p bo LY mhnniool rtuuro
-‘within the sirplane. :
--—""!"'"""

.....

% . It is recomsended in ’Eh. g “‘L.y doors be bonded te the m..lu.
by nmuo wire; that all mtol;u, motors Wad other eleotriocal applisnces, es-. | -
Qiany t.hou in.the honb hly ho_nnntut nmnuh-poot_m-mnplu. o

p 5. f.u//d

.

' Colonu m Corpa
1 Boaber Oomnnd

0.0, 371st Bonbﬁq_




u

STATNENT, IN SUBSTANCE, BY 2ND LIEUT. WENDELL A. STRELEK, 066}326 REGARDING
Am ACCIDENT ON 16 DECEMEER 1942.

The first trouble we had did not pertain to the accident. About an
hour and a half out on the search MoClsndon calied beck and told us to put
on tehutes as No. 2 engine was about to go out. We went up to around 10,000
foet, made & turn, wnd started baok, Ziortly ufter-we got up higher the
motor ceme back and was 0.k., but we continued on back. I left my !chute on
and I don't know how much later 1 mmelled gas. I went down the companicaway
" to the bamb bay door and noticed. there was gas all over. Wien I opened the '
“30or into the bomb bay the dergeant wio wes inzide Temé badk 1n the tall, He~
mﬂgt Dillon, the sssistant engineer. - He had his *chute on, all Yis the
leg strap. Wien he came out he wes coversd with gas and so scared he was -
—-—sobbingi The student copuot was ob the flight deck.- The radio omnt.or dans *
down to opsn ths door, 80 they must have known about it up front. I saw hiam
reach for the handle to open the door an? them it blew. I wouldn't. say for.
sure, but think I remember s little amount of gas blowing back. 1 never aec-
. tuelly saw the dcors open; I'd say they blew. The foras blew me out of the
door, snd the next thing I remember I was back by the escape hatch. There wis
a time interval of npproxult-ly an hour snd 8 half betwsen the time the en-
gine went out and the explosion oeocurred,  We were over land when it happened. -
Most of the visible gas was in the right reer bomb bay, and pouring out like
it was ocoming out of oan. I also saw gas leaking through the bamb bay door - .
" and streaming outside the airpliiie. There were only twdof us in the back nnd
= . Beither_one had been- muu.mum&ﬁmid €AS WAE- ..
. Y, ull over everything. Farticulerly notioed 1e
over the booster pump bacuuse Shers was mors light in that area. There wasm't.
mmxilihn_umum, it was mors like a "whoof." . I remember sseing & .
© flame over the bomb bay. We didn't wait for orders to bail out, We-all pro-.
ondﬁ‘ to the uenpe batoh, :We were around the door and Sgt. Vaughn was on
,? Sgt. Dillon in back on. the other sids.. Sgt. Vaughn jumped first snd
“want sec ol T donVt 'kiow whether Dillon ~jumped or nét, I thought ha was ™~ ~
right behind me. I couldn't obaerve any structurel failure of the sirplame
“"'“mroﬁwmsmmruw WItH HY BESR Tt TOMS,
- 1-oouldn't ses snything up front. At the time I jumped I figured my fchute
wid on Tire, since there were flumes all around and back by the tail guam.
The only injuries I received were a few minor burns around ny right ear and
’ lrouhd my wrilt. and a rn uraechu on ‘the right side of my facs, ’




